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IN THE CLAIMS 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strik e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND the claims in accordance with the following: 
Please CANCEL claim 2 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A profile creation method for use in conversation 
system having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among each other, 
the plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of 
virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said method comprising: 

providing predetermined keywords and predetermined categories such that the keywords 
and categories are correlated to each other; 

monitoring whether a message sent to a virtual space contains at least one of the 
keywords; 

identifying a category that corresponds to a keyword if the message sent to the virtual 
space contains the keyword, according to the monitoring; and 

creating a profile of a user by correlating the identified category to the user who sent the 
message to the virtual space; 

storing a valid period for the message and a time at which the message containing the 
keyword was sent; and 

deleting an entn/ in the user profile upon expiration of the valid period for the message 
since the time of the message . 

2. (CANCELLED) 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) Tho profilo creat i on system as sot forth i n cla i m 2, 
wh e r ei n A profile creation system for use in a conversation system having a plurality of terminal 
devices that can exchange messages among each other, the plurality of terminal devices being 
connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of virtual conversation spaces formed on 
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the network, said profile creation system comprising: 

a category table in which predetermined keywords and predetermined categories are 
stored such that the keywords and categories are correlated to each other: 

a user table that stores users, predetermined keywords sent by the users via messages, 
the categories, sa i d usor tab le stores and valid oeBo^ periods for the messages and timetimes at 
which the messages containing the keywords were sent, k e yword was s e nt, i n addit i on to th e 
users, th e k e ywords, and th e cat e gor ie s: such that the users, keywords, and categories are 
correlated to one another: and 

administration means for 

monitoring in the conversation system a message sent by a user to a 
conversation space, 

determining based on said category table a category that corresponds to a 
keyword if the message contains the keyword according to the monitoring, 

creating a profile of the user by writing in said user table the user as a sender of 
the message, the keyword in the message, and the determined category. 

sa i d adm i n i strat i on moans further obta i ns obtaining from the conversation system the 
time at which the message containing the keyword was sent, 

sa i d adm i n i stration m e ans writing in said user table the time of the message and 
the valid period of the message, in addition to the keyword sender, the keyword and the 
category, and 

deleting an entry of the user profile upon expiration of the whose-valid period of 
the message since the time of the message has e xpir e d . 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The profile creation system as set forth in e\am 
gclaim 3 , wherein 

said user table stores the users, the keywords, the categories and message senders 
whose messages are related to the keywords; and 

said administration means creates a conversation log in the conversation space, obtains 
from the conversation log and the conversation system the senders of messages that were sent 
before and/or after the message containing the keyword was sent, and writes in said user table 
the senders as related users, such that the related users are correlated with the keywords. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The profile creation system as set forth in G\am 
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2 claim 3 . wherein 

said user table stores the users, the keywords, the categories and rating data that 
indicates harmfulness for each user; and 

said administration means updates the rating data of a user when a predetermined 
harmful keyword is sent. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The profile creation system as set forth in elaim 
2 claim 3 . wherein 

the conversation system processes messages exchanged by the conversation devices 
based on users' categories stored in said user table. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium having a 
profile creation program for use in conversation system having a plurality of terminal devices that 
can exchange messages among each other, the plurality of terminal devices being connected to 
a network and sharing one of a plurality of virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, 
said profile creation program executing a process comprising: 

A: storing predetermined keywords and predetermined categories such that the 
keywords and categories are correlated to each other; 

B: monitoring in the conversation system a message sent to a virtual conversation space; 

C: determining based on the category table a category that corresponds to a keyword if 
the message contains the keyword, according to the monitoring; and 

D: creating a profile of a sender of the message by correlating the determined category 
to the sender of the message; 

E: storing a valid period of the message and a time at which the message containing the 
keyword was sent; and 

F: deleting an entry in the user profile upon expiration of the valid period of the message 
since the time of the message . 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A profile creation method for use in a conversation 
system having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among each other, 
the plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of 
virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said method utilizing a category table that 
can be referred to via the network, predetermined keywords and predetermined categories being 
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correlated to each other in the category table, said method comprising: 

monitoring whether a message sent to a virtual conversation space contains at least one 
of the keywords; 

identifying based on the category table a category that corresponds to a keyword if the 
message sent to the virtual space contains the keyword, according to the monitoring; and 

creating a profile of a user by correlating the identified category to the user who sent the 
message to the virtual space and configuring a valid period for the message; and 

deleting an entn/ in the user profile upon expiration of a valid period of the message 
since a time of the message . 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A profile creation system for use in conversation 
system having a plurality of terminal devices that can exchange messages among each other, 
the plurality of terminal devices being connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of 
virtual conversation spaces formed on the network, said profile creation system utilizing a 
category table that can be referred to via the network, predetermined keywords and 
predetermined categories being correlated to each other in the category table, said profile 
creation system comprising: 

a user table storing users, predetermined keywords spoken by the users, a«d-the 
categories, and valid periods of the messages and times at which the messages containing the 
keywords were sent, such that the users, keywords, and the categories are correlated to one 
another; and 

administration means for 

monitoring in the conversation system a message sent by a user to a virtual 
conversation space, 

determining based on the category table whether the message contains one of • 
the keywords, determining based on the category table a category that corresponds to a 
keyword if the message contains the keyword according to the monitoring, aB4 

creating a profile of the user by writing in said user table the user as a sender of 
the message, the keyword of the message, and the determined category^ 

obtaining from the conversation system the time at which the message containing 
the keyword was sent, 

writing in said user table the time of the message and the valid period of the 
message, in addition to the keyword sender the keyword and the category, and 
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deleting an entry of the user profile upon expiration of the valid period of the 
message since the time of the message . 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium having a 
profile creation program for use in a conversation system having a plurality of terminal devices 
that can exchange messages among each other, the plurality of terminal devices being 
connected to a network and sharing one of a plurality of virtual conversation spaces formed on 
the network, said profile creation program utilizing a category table that can be referenced via 
the network, predetermined keywords and predetermined categories being correlated to each 
other in the category table, said profile creation program executing a process comprising: 

A: monitoring in the conversation system a message sent to a virtual conversation space; 
B: determining based on the category table whether the message contains one of the 
keywords; 

C: determining based on the category table a category that corresponds to the keyword if 
the message contains the keyword, according to the monitoring; afi4 

D: creating a profile of a sender of the message by correlating the sender to the 
determined category and configuring a valid period for the message; 

E: deleting an entry in the user profile upon expiration of a valid period of the message 
since a time of the message . 

11. (CANCELLED) 

12. (CANCELLED) 

13. (CANCELLED) 

14. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1, wherein the 
predetermined categories are a personal interest and a personal characteristic, and the method 
further comprises: 

providing message-attribute-based virtual space services to users in the virtual 
conversation space according to the profile of the user created based upon the correlating of the 
personal interest and the personal characteristic predetermined categories to the user. 
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15. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 14, further comprising: 
rating the user according to the personal interest and the personal characteristic 

categories correlated to the user based upon the message transmitted by the user; and 

providing the rating to the users as one of the message-attribute-based virtual space 
services. 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system of €teim- 2claim 3 , 

wherein the predetermined categories are a personal interest and a personal 
characteristic, and 

wherein the administration means further provides message-attribute-based virtual space 
services to users in the virtual conversation space according to the profile of the user created 
based upon the correlating of the personal interest and the personal characteristic 
predetermined categories to the user. 

17. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The system of claim 16. wherein the 
administration means further: 

rates the user according to the personal interest and the characteristic categories 
correlated to the user based upon the message transmitted by the user; and 

provides the rating to the users as one of the message-attribute-based virtual space 
services. 
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